Learning Styles
Richard Felder and Barbara Soloman, here at NCSU, have done a lot of research on learning styles.  In their model, learning styles fall on five binary scales:

Active Vs Reflective: "try it out and see how it works" Vs "think it through first"

Sensing Vs Intuitive:  facts & memorization Vs possibilities, relationships & concepts

Visual Vs Verbal:  pictures & diagrams Vs words (written or spoken)

Sequential Vs Global: linear steps Vs random connections & sudden insights
Inductive Vs Deductive: examples first, then principles Vs principles then examples

Aside from the inductive/deductive question, you can assess your own learning style at their website: http://www.engr.ncsu.edu/learningstyles/ilsweb.html
I personally happen to fall heavily into active, intuitive, visual, and global. Traditional lectures to be reflective, intuitive, verbal, sequential and deductive. According to Felder, 1993, we need to work more with the other sides of the scale, especially visual (most students learn this way) and inductive (leads to better understanding and retention of material).
Felder's Home Page


http://www.ncsu.edu/felder-public/RMF.html
Assess your learning style   http://www.engr.ncsu.edu/learningstyles/ilsweb.html
Description of learning styles
http://www.ncsu.edu/felder-public/ILSdir/styles.htm
A superb paper http://www.ncsu.edu/felder-public/Papers/Secondtier.html

