I found your excitement and respect for the ocean and the various living systems within it to be inspiring. It didn’t seem contrived, or exaggerated in order to try and spread it to us, but instead you seem to not only genuinely care for the ocean for a scientific viewpoint, but also in a more romantic way. This was refreshing to me, someone who is usually often quite pessimistic about the state of humanity and the globe, to see someone who clearly is very knowledgeable about such a fragile biological system still expressing what I interpreted as real hope and positivity for the future of humanity and our interactions with the oceans.





Ronnie Johnson, Post Class, Spring 2008

Almost everything we discussed in class can be interconnected. 





Alex Miller, Post Class, Spring 2008

I think the overall theme for the semester was “watch where you step, there’s a lot going on here you don’t know about.” You can choose to live recklessly or you can choose to live responsibly, for the good of the whole.





Melissa Jennings, Post Class, Spring 2008

Before this class, the ocean was a nice vacation spot and a place where lots of interesting marine life lives. Now, after this class, the ocean is a scientific wonderland. It is the source of life and means by which we stay alive on this planet.





Chris Lazarek, 

I really think that this class has taught me to appreciate my environment more and do more to protect it. I am no longer accepting plastic at the grocery store, and I try to buy as little as possible that is wrapped in plastic packaging. I am also buying more fresh produce from local stores, in order to help reduce the demand for transporting large quantities of food longer distances. I think it is very important to spread the word about being environmentally friendly, and so I had my entire ROTC detachment fill out their environmental footprint online. I think this opened some eyes! 




Emily Grigsby, Post Class, Spring 2008

The most important thing I have learned this semester in oceanography is that as small as we might feel in comparison with the ocean, we as humans have an extremely large impact on its health and the health of the organisms living in it.





Katherine Grave de Peralta

After this whole class, I think my favorite thing I learned was how we can help the ocean. Before this class, I thought doing things to benefit the ocean were not beneficial for me also, but as I studied and learned, I came to find out that pretty much everything we do to the ocean will affect us in some way. I now know that it is so important to take care of the delicate cycle between us and the ocean.





Preston Brown

This semester, I learned just how significant a difference in the quality of the environment that I can make by taking very simple steps in my daily life. 





Nathan Wellen

